
Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
John F. Buckman 
South Heart, North Dakota  58655 
 
Dear John F. Buckman: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
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been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
John F. Buckman 
2891 122nd Ave SW 
Belfield, ND 58622 
 
Dear John F. Buckman: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 



 

  

 

 

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 5.74 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 15: Tract in the SE1/4SE1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 0.60 Farmstead Yard 2.33

Cropland Waterway

_____________________

Feed / Hay Lot

___________________

Native Vegetation______________________ Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture Residence 0.06

Shelterbelt 1.50 Structures 0.06

Corral/Feedlot 0.06 Waste Dump

____________________

Tame Pasture

_____________________________

Industrial/Utilities

___________________

Tame Pasture Woodland 0.06 Mines

__________________________

Driveway 0.09 Woodland

_______________________

Roads Surface 0.37 Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane 0.61 Wetlands

______________________

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

LA&i44Q Q. L.’t ..LI3 .—yt.G-3 .

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature

_________________________________Date

—

Name J1 k i.f

Address 3 1 / hiL) A€ Lu..

o, g0 3qq
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February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Emmil, Leocadia Family Trust  
Delores Baudoin, Lydia Meduna, Trustees 
11435 Hwy 10 W. 
Dickinson, North Dakota  58601 
 
Dear Emmil, Leocadia Family Trust (Delores Baudoin, Lydia Meduna, Trustees): 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
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on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map



Emmil, Leocadia Family Trust
Delores Baudoin, Lydia Meduna, Trustees
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Leocadia Emmil Family Trust 
11435 Hwy 10 
Dickinson, ND 58601 
 
Dear Leocadia Emmil Family Trust: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



 

 

LANDOWNER'S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT 

 
Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining 
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal 
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The 
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres. 

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 9.41 acres and is described as 
T139N R98W Section 33: W1/2, SE1/4.  This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows: 

 
Cropland _________8.33______________ 
 
Cropland Waterway _____________________ 
 
Native Vegetation______________________ 
 
Native Vegetation – Tame Pasture _________ 
 
Shelterbelt ________________________ 
 
Corral/Feedlot _____________________ 
 
Tame Pasture _________________________ 
 
Tame Pasture Woodland_____________ 
 
Driveway ________________________ 
 
Roads Surface ____________________ 
 
Right-of-Way/Lane ______1.09_______ 
 

Farmstead Yard _______________ 
 
Feed / Hay Lot ___________________ 
 
Garden _________________________ 
 
Residence ___________________ 
 
Structures ____________________ 
 
Waste Dump ____________________ 
 
Industrial/Utilities ________________ 
 
Mines __________________________ 
 
Woodland _______________________ 
 
Reservoirs - Open Water ___________ 
 
Wetlands _______________________ 
 

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs.  Please state your 
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you.  If these are 
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes. 

             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E, 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Landowner Signature    Date     
 
Name            
 
Address    
 
   
 
 



 

 

LANDOWNER'S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT 

 
Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining 
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal 
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The 
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres. 

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 182.45 acres and is described as 
T139N R98W Section 34: N1/2.  This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows: 

 
Cropland ________169.70___________ 
 
Cropland Waterway _____________________ 
 
Native Vegetation______________________ 
 
Native Vegetation – Tame Pasture _________ 
 
Shelterbelt ________0.45_____________ 
 
Corral/Feedlot _____________________ 
 
Tame Pasture _________________________ 
 
Tame Pasture Woodland_____________ 
 
Driveway ________________________ 
 
Roads Surface _________0.70________ 
 
Right-of-Way/Lane _____9.87_____ 
 

Farmstead Yard _______________ 
 
Feed / Hay Lot ___________________ 
 
Garden _________________________ 
 
Residence ___________________ 
 
Structures ____________________ 
 
Waste Dump ____________________ 
 
Industrial/Utilities ________________ 
 
Mines __________________________ 
 
Woodland _______1.71____________ 
 
Reservoirs - Open Water ___________ 
 
Wetlands _______0.01___________ 
 

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs.  Please state your 
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you.  If these are 
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes. 

             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E, 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Landowner Signature    Date     
 
Name            
 
Address    
 
   
 
 



 

 

LANDOWNER'S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT 

 
Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining 
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal 
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The 
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres. 

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 100.78 acres and is described as 
T139N R98W Section 34: S1/2.  This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows: 

 
Cropland ________99.84___________ 
 
Cropland Waterway _____________________ 
 
Native Vegetation______________________ 
 
Native Vegetation – Tame Pasture _________ 
 
Shelterbelt ________________________ 
 
Corral/Feedlot _____________________ 
 
Tame Pasture _________________________ 
 
Tame Pasture Woodland_____________ 
 
Driveway ________________________ 
 
Roads Surface ____________________ 
 
Right-of-Way/Lane _____0.94_____ 
 

Farmstead Yard _______________ 
 
Feed / Hay Lot ___________________ 
 
Garden _________________________ 
 
Residence ___________________ 
 
Structures ____________________ 
 
Waste Dump ____________________ 
 
Industrial/Utilities ________________ 
 
Mines __________________________ 
 
Woodland _______________________ 
 
Reservoirs - Open Water ___________ 
 
Wetlands _______________________ 
 

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs.  Please state your 
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you.  If these are 
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes. 

             
 
             
 
             
 
             
 
Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E, 
Bismarck, ND 58501 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Landowner Signature    Date     
 
Name            
 
Address    
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February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Larry R. Klein 
525 Weatherby Way 
Bismarck, North Dakota  58503-0139 
 
Dear Larry R. Klein: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
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been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Larry R. Klein 
525 Weatherby Way 
Bismarck, ND 58503 
 
Dear Larry R. Klein: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 15.63 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 33: NE 1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Croplan 14.90 Farmstead Yard

Cropland Waterway

_____________________

Feed / Hay Lot

___________________

Native Vegetation______________________ Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture Residence

____________________

Shelterbelt

___________________________

Structures

______________________

Corral/Feedlot

____________________

Waste Dump

___________________

Tame Pasture

_________________________

IndustriallUtilities

________________

Tame Pasture Woodland__________ Mines____________________

Driveway

_______________________

Woodland

______________________

Roads Surface 0.09 Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane 0.65 Wetlands

________________________

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-nhining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperatio -

Landowner Signa

_________________________________Date____________

Name

Address
—



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Kenneth D. Kudrna 
11961 41st Street SW 
South Heart, North Dakota  58655 
 
Dear Kenneth D. Kudrna: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Kenneth D. Kudrna 
11961 41st Street SW 
South Heart, ND 58655 
 
Dear Kenneth D. Kudrna: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 5.53 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 20: SE1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 5.10

Cropland Waterway 0.20

Farmstead Yard

Feed I Hay Lot -

Native Vegetation_____________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture

Shelterbelt

Garden

Residence

Structures

Corral/Feedlot Waste Dump

Tame Pasture 0.07 Industrial/Utilities

Tame Pasture Woodland_____________

Driveway

___________________________

Mines

Woodland

Roads Surface Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane 0.15 Wetlands

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature

_____________________________________

Name P7H Jr

Address____________________

o/t

Date

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

(2 4 Q2tt4A4.fJ

__________

1

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Patrick and Katherine Kuylen 
12230 40th St. SW 
South Heart, North Dakota  58655 
 
Dear Patrick and Katherine Kuylen: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
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1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Patrick and Katherine Kuylen 
PO Box 184 
South Heart, ND 58655 
 
Dear Patrick and Katherine Kuylen: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 14.52 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 20: NW1/4 less a tract in the NWI/4NW1/4, NE1/4 less a tract in the SW1/4NE1/4.
This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 7.81 Farmstead Yard

Cropland Waterway 0.15 Feed / Hay Lot

___________________

Native Vegetation______________________ Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture Residence

____________________

Shelterbelt 0.52 Structures

______________________

CorrallFeedlot

____________________

Waste Dump

___________________

Tame Pasture 1.17 Industrial/Utilities

__________________

Tame Pasture Woodland____________ Mines

_______________________

Driveway

_______________________

Woodland

______________________

Roads Surface 0.04 Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane 4.83 Wetlands

_______________________

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature

_______________________________Date

1 / 7 0

Name

Address J3oy /ii

Sot7 1Y.-li4,97 4,h.



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 641.42 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 27: All. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 310.65 Farmstead Yard 4.31

Cropland Waterway

_____________________

Feed / Hay Lot 3.41

Native Vegetation 151.02 Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture _1 5.72__ Residence 0.05

Shelterbelt 0.93 Structures 0.37

Corral/Feedlot 7.15 Waste Dump

____________________

Tame Pasture 10.73 Industrial/Utilities

________________

Tame Pasture Woodland____________ Mines 0.19

Driveway 0.97 Woodland 104.15

Roads Surface 6.52 Reservoirs - Open Water 0.41

Right-of-Way/Lane 16.10 Wetlands 8.72

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature (lKA. Date 1 / )O 3
Name .

Address 8o’ / If

cn- /J-ifUT %-‘,t’



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 104.58 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 28: NE1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 22.56 Farmstead Yard

Cropland Waterway

____________________

Feed / Hay Lot

__________________

Native Vegetation 56.46 Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture Residence

____________________

Shelterbelt

___________________________

Structures

______________________

Corral/Feedlot

_____________________

Waste Dump 0.41

Tame Pasture 4.14 Industrial/Utilities

__________________

Tame Pasture Woodland_____________ Mines 0.59

Driveway

________________________

Woodland 12.10

Roads Surface 0.03 Reservoirs - Open Water 0.39

Right-of-Way/Lane 0.02 Wetlands 7.87

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature —. - Date // 7 0

Name 4’v

Address t?ô)’ /f

ur,s M-11s12r ,- 1W 5%



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 40.78 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 28: W1/2, SE1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 29.02

Cropland Waterway

_______________

Farmstead Yard

______________

Feed / Hay Lot

________________

Native Vegetation 0.85

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture

_________

Shelterbelt

Garden

Residence

Structures

-

Corral/Feedlot Waste Dump

Tame Pasture 8.71 Industrial/Utilities

Tame Pasture Woodland___________

Driveway

________________________

Mines

Woodland

Roads Surface 0.85 Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane 1.35 Wetlands

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature

PA?’ Jy’it-,c

Date 1—17--or

Name
I.

Address OEX /(

5oi-M- h-Ar 4D1 -s-c



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Robert F. and Brenda K. Kuylen 
P.O. Box 273 
South Heart, North Dakota  58655 
 
Dear Robert F. and Brenda K. Kuylen: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
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been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Robert F. and Brenda K. Kuylen 
PO Box 273 
South Heart, ND 58655 
 
Dear Robert F. and Brenda K. Kuylen: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 158.97 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 16: SW 1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland

______________________

Farmstead Yard

Cropland Waterway

_____________________

Feed / Hay Lot 3.74

Native Vegetation 88.24 Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture __20.85_ Residence

___________________

Shelterbelt 5.20 Structures 0.03

Corral/Feedlot 11.87 Waste Dump

____________________

Tame Pasture 22.03 IndustriallUtilities

_________________

Tame Pasture Woodland_________ Mines 1.10

Driveway

_______________________

Woodland

______________________

Roads Surface 1.35 Reservoirs - Open Water 0.46

Right-of-Way/Lane 1.07 Wetlands 3.02

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.
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Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature Date — I (LO)

NamO

AddresNY( 13



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 297.69 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 17: All less a tract in the SW1/4SWI/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as
follows:

Cropland 217.55 Farmstead Yard

_______________

Cropland Waterway 8.67 Feed / Hay Lot

___________________

Native Vegetation 58.80 Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture

_________

Residence

___________________

Shelterbelt 0.06 Structures

____________________

CorraL’Feedlot_______________ Waste Dump______________

Tame Pasture 6.21 Industrial/Utilities 0.08

Tame Pasture Woodland__________ Mines____________________

Driveway

________________________

Woodland

___________________

Roads Surface 2.15 Reservoirs - Open Water 0.35

Right-of-Way/Lane 2.46 Wetlands 1.37

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

-- //4,,,/,’c, (/Op /*/

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Ann: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature114 /ct,_k&ik. En Date / - / ‘-0

NameQ tII

Address_____
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LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 641.73 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 21: All. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 389.86 Farmstead Yard 4.95

Cropland Waterway

_____________________

Feed / Hay Lot

___________________

Native Vegetation 174.36 Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture Residence 0.07

Shelterbelt 2.92 Structures 0.22

Corral/Feedlot 0.66 Waste Dump

____________________

Tame Pasture 46.26 Industrial/Utilities 0.09

Tame Pasture Woodland__________ Mines____________________

Driveway 0.70 Woodland 1.61

Roads Surface 0.31 Reservoirs - Open Water 0.42

Right-of-Way/Lane 19.03 Wetlands 0.28

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.
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Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your coope tion.

Landowner Signature )‘ /

Name 4ri * ‘f vykv

Address p2.73

(no4-1i /i1—
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February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Gary L. and Barbara Meduna 
P.O. Box 123 
South Heart, North Dakota  58655 
 
Dear Gary L. and Barbara Meduna: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Gary L. and Barbara Meduna 
PO Box 123 
South Heart, ND 58655 
 
Dear Gary L. and Barbara Meduna: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 43.01 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 9: SW1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 29.36 Farmstead Yard

_______________

Cropland Waterway

_________________

Feed I Hay Lot

___________________

Native Vegetation 7.98 Garden

Native Vegetation Tame Pasture Residence

___________________

Shelterbelt

___________________________

Structures

______________________

Corral/Feedlot

____________________

Waste Dump

___________________

Tame Pasture

_______________________

Industrial/Utilities

__________________

Tame Pasture Woodland 2.24 Mines 0.01

Driveway

_______________________

Woodland

______________________

Roads Surface

_________________

Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane Wetlands 3.42

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

C...
/

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature 4 Date / / t’}
Name dr /

Address 0
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February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Robert B. Pavel 
3113 Daytona Dr. 
Bismarck, North Dakota  58503-0139 
 
Dear Robert B. Pavel: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
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been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Robert B. Pavel 
1376 High Street W 
Dickinson, ND 58601 
 
Dear Robert B. Pavel: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SFIP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 43.86 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 10: SW 1/4 less railroad tracts. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 41.19

Cropland Waterway —

Farmstead Yard

Feed / Hay Lot -

Native Vegetation_________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture

_________

Shelterbelt

______________ _____

Garden

Residence•

Structures

Corral/Feedlot Waste Dump

Tame Pasture 0.90 Industrial/Utilities

Tame Pasture Woodland____________

Driveway

___________________________

Mines

Woodland

Roads Surface Reservoirs - Open Water

____________

Right-of-Way/Lane 1.78 Wetlands

_______________________

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

____

- -, - - - .

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

/ I-

Thank you for your

Landowner Signature

Name

Address 3//s 2u,1 c24’

F



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 40.77 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 14: NW1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 28.79 Farmstead Yard 3.23

Cropland Waterway

_________________

Feed / Hay Lot 0.01

Native Vegetation_________________ Garden

________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture Residence

____________________

Shelterbelt 1.20 Structures

______________________

Corral/Feedlot

_____________________

Waste Dump

____________________

Tame Pasture 1.04 Industrial/Utilities

_________________

Tame Pasture Woodland____________ Mines

_________________________

Driveway

________________________

Woodland

_______________________

Roads Surface 2.12 Reservoirs - Open Water

___________

Right-of-Way/Lane 4.37 Wetlands

______________________

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

5’W’ A 1L2hed ,L)(
rPIILcZ

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Ann: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooper

Landowner Signature Date //1r

Name

Address 3//3

3

_______



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
James D. and Rosella J. Perdaems 
P.O. Box 45 
South Heart, North Dakota  58655 
 
Dear James D. and Rosella J. Perdaems: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
James D. and Rosella J. Perdaems 
PO Box 45 
South Heart, ND 58655 
 
Dear James D. and Rosella J. Perdaems: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 80.79 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 14: E1/2 less a tract in the NW1/4NE1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down
as follows:

Cropland 29.95 Farmstead Yard 0.24

Cropland Waterway

____________________

Feed / Hay Lot

_________________

Native Vegetation 1.36 Garden

__________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture _3.48___ Residence

____________________

Shelterbelt 0.06 Structures

____________________

Corral/Feedlot

____________________

Waste Dump

___________________

Tame Pasture 25.92 Industrial/Utilities

_________________

Tame Pasture Woodland____________ Mines

________________________

Driveway

_______________________

Woodland 17.00

Roads Surface 0.02 Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane 0.46 Wetlands 2.29

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, AUn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your c pe tion.

Landowner Signature Date 1 II- ‘

Name

__________________________

Address l I LI 4’e SJ
cdii 1\-ert pjO



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 101.39 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 14: SW1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 57.32 Farmstead Yard

______________

Cropland Waterway Feed / Hay Lot 0.06

Native Vegetation 1.60

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture

Shelterbelt

Garden

Residence•

Structures

Corral/Feedlot Waste Dump 0.66

Tame Pasture 9.75 Industrial/Utilities

Tame Pasture Woodland___________

Driveway

___________________________

Mines

Woodland 22.78

Roads Surface 2.33

Right-of-Way/Lane 4.59

Reservoirs - Open Water 0.15

Wetlands 2.15

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your co

Landowner Signature(1z/frlM (jAzo

1/i flr’irc Pio 4,t4c.

Date /, c29

Name —

Address 3c1 I 2Z Ave S W

c4ii1 -i-- ‘JO



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 853.83 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 22: Section 22 N1/2, Section 23 All. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as
follows:

Cropland 667.75 Farmstead Yard 3.08

Cropland Waterway 1.86 Feed / Hay Lot 0.85

Native Vegetation 9.35 Garden 0.11

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture _1 .64_ Residence 0.06

Shelterbelt 5.78 Structures 0.58

Corral/Feedlot 10.63 Waste Dump

____________________

Tame Pasture 58.54 Industrial/Utilities 0.19

Tame Pasture Woodland____________ Mines 0.49

Driveway 3.12 Woodland 46.92

Roads Surface 5.28 Reservoirs - Open Water 1.45

Right-of-Way/Lane 26.88 Wetlands 9.29

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your

Landowner Signature Date 1 7 O9

Name Ji fOAEMS.

Address I I 12 A c1J

SS?51•l’ -- ,



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Jerry F. and Sandra M. Perdaems 
P.O. Box 45 
South Heart, North Dakota  58655 
 
Dear Jerry F. and Sandra M. Perdaems: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
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been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Jerry F. and Sandra M. Perdaems 
PO Box 45 
South Heart, ND 58655 
 
Dear Jerry F. and Sandra M. Perdaems: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

____________________________

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 5.74 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 22: Tract in the N1/2SE1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 1.04 Farmstead Yard

______________

Cropland Waterway

_________________

Feed / Hay Lot

_________________

Native Vegetation__________________ Garden

_________________________

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture

_________

Residence

___________________

Shelterbelt

_______________________

Structures

______________________

Corral/Feedlot

____________________

Waste Dump

__________________

Tame Pasture

_________0.89. __________

Industrial/Utilities

Tame Pasture Woodland_________ Mines_________________

Driveway

_______________________

Woodland 3.32

Roads Surface

_________________

Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane

___________

Wetlands 0.49

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.

- ? Zui&F —(I. J vJ L.J L 2/
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Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature . Date / — c9

Name

Address

ç,47t



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
PHP, LLP  
965 11th Ave. W. 
Dickinson, North Dakota  58601 
 
Dear PHP, LLP : 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
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been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
Mary Louise Peters, et. Al 
965 11th Avenue W 
Dickinson, ND 58601 
 
Dear Mary Louise Peters, et. Al: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 636.06 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 15: All less a tract in the SE1/4SE1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as
follows:

Cropland 591.20 Farmstead Yard

________________

Cropland Waterway Feed Hay Lot

Native Vegetation____________________

Native Vegetation Tame Pasture

Shelterbelt 4.00

Garden

Residence

Structures

Corral/Feedlot Waste Dump

Tame Pasture 0.04 Industrial/Utilities

Tame Pasture Woodland 25.70

Driveway

Mines

Woodland

Roads Surface 2.59

Right-of-Way/Lane 9.87

Reservoirs - Open Water 0.30

Wetlands 2.36

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.
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Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Name

Address

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature
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LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 407.88 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 16: N1/2, SE1 4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 355.58 Farmstead Yard

Cropland Waterway 3.34 Feed Hay Lot 0.53

Native Vegetation 15.26 Garden

Native Vegetation Tame Pasture 2.24 Residence

__________________

Shelterbelt

_______________________

Structures

______________________

Corral/Feedlot 0.16 Waste Dump

___________________

Tame Pasture 0.19 Industrial/Utilities

Tame Pasture Woodland 18.70 Mines 2.78

Driveway

_______________________

Woodland 0.88

Roads Surface 1.26 Reservoirs - Open Water 0.99

Right-of-Way/Lane 0.99 Wetlands 4.98

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.
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Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation. -

L/ )ttDate /—/ 93
Name

Address 5 //
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Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
Glen R. Wagner 
P.O. Box 245 
South Heart, North Dakota  58655 
 
Dear Glen R. Wagner: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 



Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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February 11, 2008

Glen Wagner
4024 122nd Ave SW
South Heart, ND 58655

Dear Glen Wagner:

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark
County.

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D.,
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart.

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence
fall 2011.

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our
reclamation planning.

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds,
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area.

Great Northern Power Development 1022 East Divide Avenue. Suite £ . Bismarck, ND 58501 701 223 8783



Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage infonnation shown on the
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes.

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in
the world.

We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Rich Voss
Vice President, Power Development
Great Northern Power Development, L.P.
701-223-8783



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 0.20 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 29: All less a tract in the SW1 4SW1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as
follows:

Cropland 0.11 Farmstead Yard

Cropland Waterway

____________________

Feed / Hay Lot

__________________

Native Vegetation______________________ Garden

Native Vegetation Tame Pasture Residence

___________________

Shelterbelt

___________________________

Structures

______________________

Corral/Feedlot________________ Waste Dump________________

Tame Pasture 0.10 Industrial/Utilities

_________________

Tame Pasture Woodland__________ Mines

Driveway

________________________

Woodland

_______________________

Roads Surface

_________________

Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane Wetlands

_____________________

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.
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Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature /. Date /— /2

Name ii..) I; o

Address I ‘- k I ,VS c)u A- IOJ
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Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 0.20 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 29: All less a tract in the SW1 4SW1/4. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as
follows:

Cropland 0.11 Farmstead Yard

_______________

Cropland Waterway

_____________________

Feed Hay Lot

___________________

Native Vegetation______________________ Garden

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture

_________

Residence

___________________

Shelterbelt

__________________________

Structures

______________________

CorrallFeedlot

_____________________

Waste Dump

____________________

Tame Pasture 0.10 Industrial/Utilities

_________________

Tame Pasture Woodland____________ Mines

Driveway

_______________________

Woodland

______________________

Roads Surface

__________________

Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane Wetlands

_______________________

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.
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Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature

_______________________

Date /J
Name I PF//)

Address

______________________________________________
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Great Northern Project Development L.P. 
1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E 

Bismarck, ND 58501 
701-223-8783 

 
 
 
 

  

 

February 26, 2010 

CERTIFIED MAIL:  RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED   

 
James and Lisa Wagner 
12274 Hwy 10  
South Heart, North Dakota  58655-9754 
 
Dear James and Lisa Wagner: 

We have previously notified you of our plans to develop the South Heart Project.  This letter updates 
the information previously provided to you, and provides notice of our intention to apply to the State 
of North Dakota for a surface mining permit that will include land under your ownership.  The mine 
will be located near South Heart and is being referred to as the South Heart Lignite Mine (SHLM).   

In 2008 and early 2009, the South Heart Project was planned as a coal-gasification project where the 
SHLM supplied coal to an adjacent synthetic natural gas (SNG) plant.  In early 2009, current and 
expected long term natural gas prices had fallen to a point where development of the SNG concept 
was no longer considered economically feasible.  In May 2009, the SNG concept was formally 
abandoned in favor of a hydrogen power project which will convert coal from the SHLM into 
electrical power at an integrated gasification combined cycle (IGCC) power facility.  Ongoing 
engineering evaluations of the IGCC facility indicate that a coal production rate of 2.4 million tons 
per year will be required for the project. 
 

South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), a subsidiary of Great Northern Project Development, anticipates filing 
a mine permit application with the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the next couple of 
months.  The SHLM will encompass approximately 4,581 acres of land.  To help you visualize the 
mine permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 feet.  This map 
replaces the map attached to our previously submitted letters.  The map shows the proposed year-by-
year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, main haul roads, other mine support facilities, and other 
disturbance areas within the mine permit area.  For planning purposes, please assume that mining or 
mining-related activities will occur throughout the permit area.  Please review this map and note 
projected mining operations that will result in direct or indirect disturbance to your property.  

In our January 3, 2008 letter to you, we requested and received your input regarding your preference 
for the use of your land after mining and reclamation are complete.  This information will be used to 
guide our reclamation planning for this mine permit. 
 
We are very excited about this important project in Stark County.  At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we hope to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy.  In addition, the South Heart Project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
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been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
Please contact us if you have any questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Project Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 
Attachment:  Land Owner Notification Map
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January 3, 2008   

 
 
James and Lisa Wagner 
12274 Hwy 10 W 
Dickinson, ND 58601 
 
Dear James and Lisa Wagner: 

Recently, Great Northern Power Development announced the development of a $1.4 billion coal 
gasification project near South Heart. This project will use North Dakota’s abundant lignite coal to 
produce pipeline quality synthetic natural gas to heat more than 300,000 homes, while bringing more 
than 200 skilled, high-paying jobs to southwest North Dakota. This truly is an exciting time for Stark 
County. 

We’re writing to you to let you know of our plans to apply for a surface mining permit from the State 
of North Dakota for approximately 4,825 acres of land, some of which is under your ownership. The 
South Heart Project (SHP) Mine Permit Area, as we refer to it, is located in Stark County, N.D., 
approximately two miles southwest of South Heart. 

In our application, we’ll file as South Heart Coal LLC (SHC), which is a wholly owned subsidiary of 
Great Northern Power Development L.P. (GNPD). We plan to submit the mine permit application to 
the North Dakota Public Service Commission in the near future and anticipate approval of the 
application one year later, during the winter of 2009. Initial mining-related activities will commence 
fall 2011. 

At this time, we’d also like some feedback from you. Please tell us your preferences about the post-
mine uses of land owned by you that will be disturbed by mining or mining-related activities within 
the proposed SHP Mine Permit Area. Take a moment to complete the enclosed preference statement 
form and indicate your preferences. If you don’t have any changes from pre-mine land uses, please 
indicate that in the space provided. If no comments are indicated in the Landowner’s Preference 
Statement or if no response is received, then the pre-mine land use will serve as a guide during our 
reclamation planning. 

We will consider all land use change proposals and do our best to incorporate your preferences into 
the mine reclamation plans. Please note that due to surface water, soil, topographic and/or regulatory 
limitations, we may not be able to incorporate all preferences for land use changes in our plan.  

To help you visualize the permit area, we’ve included a topographic map at a scale of 1 inch = 1,500 
feet, showing the specific locations to be affected either directly or indirectly by the proposed mining 
operations. The map also shows the proposed year-by-year mine pit progression, stockpiles, ponds, 
main haul roads, and other mine support facilities and disturbance areas within the permit area. 

 

 

 



 

  

Please review this map and note projected mining operations that will result in disturbance to your 
land. In addition, please review the current or pre-mining land use acreage information shown on the 
enclosed preference statement and indicate any changes. 

We’re very excited about this important project in Stark County. At a time when energy security is 
important to the U.S., we’re able to use North Dakota’s lignite coal to reduce the nation’s dependence 
on foreign energy. In addition, the South Heart project will use state-of-the-art technology that has 
been developed and proven over the past 25 years, making it one of the cleanest coal-based plants in 
the world.  
 
We look forward to receiving your information. Your prompt attention to this matter is greatly 
appreciated. We ask that you please sign and date the form and return it in the enclosed self-
addressed, stamped envelope no later than February 1, 2008. Please contact us if you have any 
questions about the enclosed information. Thank you. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
Rich Voss       
Vice President, Power Development     
Great Northern Power Development, L.P. 
701-223-8783        
 



LANDOWNER’S POST-MINING PREFERENCE STATEMENT

Subsection 3 of Section 69-05.2-09-13 of the North Dakota Administrative Code requires a surface coal mining
company to obtain a preference statement from a landowner owning land located within the proposed coal
mining permit area. This land use statement will be included as part of the SHP Mine Permit Application. The
total lands to be included in this surface coal mining permit application are 4,825 acres.

The parcel being considered on this page, of which you are the owner, totals 80.05 acres and is described as
T139N R98W Section 9: SEII4 less railroad tracts. This parcel’s current land use is broken down as follows:

Cropland 59.27

Cropland Waterway

Farmstead Yard

Feed / Hay Lot -

Native Vegetation 16.32

Native Vegetation — Tame Pasture

_________

Shelterbelt

Garden

Residence•

Structures -

Corral/Feedlot Waste Dump

Tame Pasture 0.74 Industrial/Utilities

Tame Pasture Woodland____________

Driveway

_________________________

Mines

Woodland 2.09

Roads Surface Reservoirs - Open Water

Right-of-Way/Lane 1.45 Wetlands 0.18

The land uses were determined through field review and analysis of aerial photographs. Please state your
preference for the post-mining land uses for lands in the proposed permit area owned by you. If these are
different from the pre-mining land uses, please include supporting reasons for the changes.
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Please sign and return this form to South Heart Coal LLC, Attn: Rich Voss, 1022 East Divide Avenue, Suite E,
Bismarck, ND 58501

Thank you for your cooperation.

Landowner Signature UL I’Tct Date I

Name kii

Address L2’y4 /-kj ,& tL)
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